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Bob Yanik 

Seager Johnson 

The Grant Community High School April Student of 

the Month is senior Seager Johnson, son of Lisa 

Morelli-Johnson and Mark Johnson of Ingleside. 
 

Seager's academic achievements include induction 

into the National Honor Society during his 

sophomore year, he has completed four Advanced 

Placement courses and is enrolled in another four  

AP courses this year. He holds a remarkable  

4.8/4.0 GPA. 
 

He was chosen for the Boys’ State Leadership 

Conference and has been the recipient of the Bulldog Pride Award for the 

second time! 
 

His extracurricular activities include participation in Marching Band, Pep  

Band, Pit Orchestra, Spanish Club, and Tennis.  He has been involved in  

Teen Court and served as a Front Office Aide. Seager has volunteered for  

service to his community through NHS, Feed My Starving Children, Bulldog 

Boosters Concession Stand, and assists his peers as a Spanish Lab Tutor. 
 

In addition to all of his activities, Seager works at Grass Roots Energy in 

Building and Grounds Management.  In his spare time, he enjoys playing 

instruments, painting, woodworking, being outdoors, and raising chickens. 
 

His plans for the future include earning a double major in Spanish and 

Education and a minor in Portuguese.  He will be attending Purdue  

University.  His career goal is to return to Grant to teach Spanish or  

to teach English in a Spanish-speaking country. 
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Shining Musical Stars 

A semester of asynchronous performances and virtual competitions 

may not have been ideal, but these roadblocks cannot stop our musical 

Bulldogs from succeeding. Last November, Doreen Lavajo, Class of 

2022, was accepted into the Illinois Music Educators Association’s 

(ILMEA) District 7 Chorus and performed in their music festival. Even 

though the ILMEA District 7 Music Festival could not happen as planned this year, Doreen auditioned for 

the chorus and performed so well that she was selected for the ILMEA All-State Musical Festival! On 

March 20, Doreen, along with hundreds of other extremely talented music students from across the state, 

attended the Virtual All-State Festival. In addition to being a State qualifier, Doreen will have the 

opportunity to attend masterclasses with several prominent music educators to learn more about the art of 

choral music. 
 

For the IHSA Solo & Ensemble Music Contest this year, students were 

tasked with a new competition component. To fully participate in 

competitions this year, students were required to submit a video 

recording of their performances for a panel of judges to evaluate 

virtually. Even though this was big shift for students, they performed 

incredibly well! Division II recipients were Addison Fugelseth and 

Zach Langhoff. Division I recipients include Tumi Ademola, Ella Avallone, Lorelai Jensen, Doreen Lavajo, 

and Natalie Yoho. In addition to their amazing placement in this contest, we are extremely proud to report 

that Ella Avallone, Class of 2024, received a near perfect score of 39.8/40 for her trumpet solo! Also, Tumi 

Ademola, Class of 2024, earned a PERFECT score for her vocal solo and received special recognition with 

the “Best of the Day Award!” Congratulations to all our Bulldogs for a great performance and thank you 

for the incredible dedication you have shown throughout the year! 

ILMEA All-State 

Doreen Lavajo 

IHSA Solo & Ensemble 

Ella Avallone 
39.8/40 

IHSA Solo & Ensemble 

Tumi Ademola 
“Best of the Day Award” 
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Max Boton is deserving of the 

Excellence in Education Award for 

his contributions both within the 

classroom and within our 

professional community. 

Academically, Max has stepped up 

to embrace the rigors and challenges 

that naturally come from teaching 

advanced level coursework. 

Teaching AP U.S. History and AP 

Government and Politics, Max’s 

passion for history and his naturally 

pragmatic thinking give his students 

an exposure to academic thinking 

typically reserved for the  

 

 

 

 

collegiate world. Instructionally, he constantly seeks new, innovative teaching practices, and investigates 

new strategies that align with the curricular standards to provide his students the best possible learning 

experience. His passion for these courses and content does not go unnoticed, and students enjoy 

conversing about these topics with him both inside and outside of the classroom.  
 

Max’s commitment to civic responsibility is not limited to lessons from a history textbook: he lives what he 

teaches. For several years, Max has acted as an advocate and liaison for getting students involved in 

election practices and procedures. He seeks out students interested in working the voting polls, connects 

them with election officials, and gets students signed up as election officials. While this is important as an 

Honors Government teacher, he truly helps students see the value of being involved in this process as part 

of their civic duty. He is instrumental in communicating opportunities for our students, and reinforces 

their need to be an example within our community.  
 

Beyond his leadership in academics and civics, Max has also established himself as a passionate resource 

for equity leadership. This year specifically, Max has made significant contributions to equity discussions 

among staff and is looked to for his insightful knowledge and meaningful perspectives. Max continues to 

offer his time and insight to the district’s initiative to improve equity. In both equity committee meetings 

and book studies, Max’s historical context knowledge along with his advice for teachers on navigating the 

tough, yet important, conversations about diversity, equity and inclusion have helped to build staff 

capacity. 
 

It is because of all of these reasons, and a multitude more, that Mr. Max Boton is an exceptional recipient 

for the Excellence in Education Award. 

Excellence in Education Award Winner: 

Max Boton 
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Damian Zimmerman is this month’s recipient  

of the Social Studies Golden Globe Award! 
 

From a gradebook perspective, Damian is absolutely crushing 

World History. From a participation perspective, Damian is 

striving to engage and leads the class is many discussions. By 

just looking at these two categories, Damian seems like a great 

candidate for the Golden Globe Award, but what really makes 

him an ideal recipient is what his teacher witnessed. 

As Mr. Schmadeke stated, after a normal, everyday  

conversation about feudalism and its connections to the modern 

economy (a staple discussion point in World History), Damian could be heard talking to another classmate 

in the hallway about their classroom conversation. Instead of simply reiterating what they learned in the 

book, Damian brought up the points of the day in his own authentic way. His conversation did not center 

around his ability to demonstrate his command of the content or his ability to participate in teacher-

observed discussions; he was truly making the material his own.  

The Social Studies Department is proud to award Damian with this honor.  Keep up the excellent work! 

Social Studies Golden Globe Winner 

Mr. Schmadeke presents Damian with the Golden  

Globe Award and yard sign. 

Celebrating the Class of 2021 

Drive-In  
Movie Night 

April 24 
 

Choose Your Own  
Senior Adventure 

May 7-9 

 

 
Senior Parade 

May 22 

 
Graduation 

May 23 

As we progress through the remainder of the year, there 

are many events that we typically have planned for 

Seniors. With the mitigations currently in place, we are 

working to recreate these events and plan new events 

where possible. In the coming weeks, all students part of 

the Class of 2021 will receive a Save the Date card in the 

mail with the following dates. Some events may require a 

fee, but we are working hard to keep costs down and help 

your student end their final high school year on a fun and 

positive note. More information about each event will be 

communicated directly to your student. 
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Spring State Testing Update 
The U.S. Department of Educator is requiring states to administer federally-required assessment this 

spring; however, state-only required assessments do not have to be administered. What does that mean  

for the students of Illinois and, especially our own Grant Bulldogs? 
 

• Junior (and Seniors who did not test this fall) will take the SAT on Tuesday, April 13. No other 

students will be in attendance on this day and no asynchronous classes will occur. The make-up  

date for any student who misses the April 13 testing sessions will be Tuesday, April 27. 

 Seniors will only have to take the SAT on Tuesday, April 13 if they did not take it here on 

campus this past October. 

• Sophomores and Freshman are not required to take any state assessments this spring  

(PSAT 8/9 or PSAT 10). 

• Current Juniors will be required to take the Illinois Science Assessment. GCHS has decided to 

administer this test in Fall 2021 to minimize any further disruptions to learning this spring. 
 

Junior and Seniors who still have to take the SAT will be receiving more 

information about their testing session. If students are attending classes in person, 

they should have received a SAT School Day Student Guide in their English class 

upon return after Spring Break. For fully remote students, an electronic copy of this 

guide is available on their Junior Counselor course in Schoology and extra paper 

copies may be picked up at the Front Office as long as supplies last. This guide 

provides helpful test-taking information, tips, and practice questions. Students 

should have also received some preliminary information about testing day when 

they received their SAT School Day Student Guide about the test administration here 

at Grant on Tuesday, April 13. 
 

On Monday, April 5, and again on Monday, April 12, parents will receive an email and Skyward Family 

Access message with all the final information about the testing day. Students will also receive this same 

information via their student email account on the same dates. We would like to wish all of our Juniors 

and Seniors the best of luck on testing day! 

Take a look at next year’s planner 

design brought to you by Emilie 

Schwind, Class of 2021! 



 

 6 

In-ZINE Creativity 
 

During March, Anime Club members met with Alenka Figa from CPL’s Zine Club 

over Zoom and began their journey into a world of creativity. After learning about 

the history of zines and seeing a demonstration on how to make a mini zine, 

participants got started on their own zine. At the end of their contest, a single 

winner will be chosen based on their concept and presentation. We can’t wait to see 

what they come up with! 
 

Pit Musicians 

Our thespians and production team have been busy working to 

create one of the most magical musicals to hit Grant’s stage: Peter 

Pan! Students and directors have been enjoying the opportunity to 

explore their creative options while honing their artistic skills in  

this year’s filmed production.  
 

While actors have been furthering their acting, choreography, 

singing, and recording skills, our behind the scenes team have  

been designing and building realistic and fantastical props, 

costumes, and sets! With the wheels in motion, our talented pit 

section members have been fine tuning their instruments and 

working to master the overture music with their individual 

instruments.  
 

Our cast is set to film their production the first weekend of May and hope to have a recording for all to 

enjoy by mid-summer.  

Spring Musical 
Where All Children, Except One, Grow Up  

A fanzine is a non-professional and non-official publication produced  

by enthusiasts of a particular cultural phenomenon for the pleasure  

of others who share their interest.  
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The Grant Chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS) will be inducting 25 new 

members into its ranks in an outdoor ceremony in June. Last year’s inductees whose 

ceremony was cancelled will also be invited to attend with their families to be 

recognized for their accomplishment. 

 

Even during the pandemic, NHS members have found a way to serve their 

community. In the past ten months, NHS has assisted with Graduation (2020) and Material Pick-Up,  

given tours of the building during the Freshmen Open House, sorted and delivered masks for each TEAM 

room, helped the local Girl Scout Council distribute cookies to troops, and created videos for Proud to Be a 

Bulldog, Test Your Best, and Staying Focused on Learning. NHS has also been actively involved in helping 

the Northern Illinois Food Bank supply food to local residents through monthly Pop-Up Markets in Fox 

Lake. In addition to weekly meetings, new members have been invited to join veteran members in cleaning 

up school and park grounds, and becoming allies for adults with autism through our partnership with 

LuvMichael.com. 
 

Outside of service requirements, members of the National Honor Society are expected to maintain a  

3.5 grade point average, pass all of their academic classes, grow in leadership, and serve as role models  

to their peers. In September, NHS members chose to focus their character growth in one of four areas: 

adaptability and perseverance, empathy, integrity, or problem solving. Members have chosen three actions 

relating to their chosen character competency, evaluated the impact of their actions on their  

target audiences, and reflected on their personal growth. 

National Honor Society 
Scholarship. Leadership. Service. Character. 
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Math Team Sweeps Regionals and Competes at State 
The Math Team concluded their season with a first-place finish at the nine-team virtual regional! This is the 

fifth consecutive regional victory for the Bulldogs. Congratulations to all mathletes on an amazing season, 

especially given the challenges of doing it remotely. 

State Placements: 

• Landon Klecka—2nd in Precalculus 

• Precalculus Team—7th  

 Klecka, Little, Tadewald, T. Carlson, 

McLoughlin, & LaMantia 

• Calculator Team—6th 

 Klecka, Little, Blancett, Hawkins,  

& K. Viramgami 

Ava Schrank Luigi Natalino 

When Mardi Gras celebrations first began, those 

wearing masks were given the rare opportunity to escape 

society and class constraints. When wearing a mask, carnival 

goers were free to be whomever they wanted and mingle with 

whatever class they desired to mingle with. Today, people put 

on Mardi Gras masks as a way to fully immerse themselves in 

the celebration while also showing off their personality or  

making a statement about current events. 

Regional Placements: 

• Landon Klecka—1st in Precalculus 

• Cameron Little—5th in Precalculus 

• Gabe Walton—3rd in Algebra 2 

• Precalculus Team—1st  

 Klecka, Little, Dominick Tadewald, Tyler 

Carlson, Mia McLoughlin, & Sam LaMantia 

• Junior/Senior 8-Person Team—2nd 

 Klecka, Little, LaMantia, Walton,  

Priya Audipudy, Logan Blancett,  

& Heli Viramgami 

• Freshman/Sophomore 8-Person Team—1st 

 Josh Hawkins, Quincy Carlson, Lucas 

Hauser, Emily O’Dowd, Braeden Carlson, 

Khushi Viramgami, Jack Martin,  

& Maggie Kolar 

• Calculator Team—1st 

 Klecka, Little, Blancett, Hawkins,  

& K. Viramgami 

In a virtual competition throughout all levels of French, students put 

their creativity and construction skills to the test as they created their 

own masks for Mardi Gras. From the countless submissions emerged 

two winners: Luigi Natalino and Ava Schrank! Both winners received 

Amazon gift cards for their hard work and exceptional mask skills. 

Congratulations Luigi and Ava! 
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For the majority of the school year, the Environmental Club 

has been hard at work putting together a fundraiser for the 

Ocean Conservancy. Last month, they were finally able to 

put all their creations on display. They sold a multitude of 

different crafts, all handmade from various recycled 

materials, in a silent auction format for Grant faculty and 

staff to bid on. There was a lot of competition between a 

couple items and after just a week, the Environmental Club 

was able to raise $200! Below are a few of our happy 

donors with their new crafts. This fundraiser was not only 

a success for the club, but was a success for the ocean! 

Remember, it doesn’t take a full-blown school-run 

fundraiser to donate and help the environment. Living 

cleanly and donating to organizations are just a few simple 

ways that you can do your part. 

Earth Day is April 22! Let’s try to live a 

little more sustainably by switching to 

reusable water bottles, composting your 

own food waste, follow protocols of 

proper recycling, or start thrift shopping! 

You can even invest in reusable grocery 

bags or just start using reusable cups and 

straws. No change is too small or 

unimportant, every small step towards 

becoming sustainable is one step closer 

to saving the planet! 

Environmental Club 
Making a Change for a Cleaner Tomorrow 

The Freshman Class Council is running a Used Book 

Drive from April 12-16. If you have books you’ve 

been looking to get rid of, bring them by the Front 

Office and help provide families within our 

community with new reads! If you have any 

questions, please contact a Freshman Class Council 

Member or Ms. Gaura (agaura@grantbulldogs.org). 



 

 11 



 

 12 

PBIS 
As we make our way through the remainder of the school year and more students fill the school, it is 

important to turn your focus to self-care. There is a lot going on at the end of the year and many  

stressors that students could experience whether they are academically, socially, or internal. If you start  

to feel overwhelmed or would like to simply spend more time doing what you enjoy, start practicing  

self-care now! 
 

Self-care includes anything that you enjoy doing while maintaining your physical, mental, or emotional 

health. This can be anything from getting a cup of coffee, taking a long bath, reading a book, or calling a 

friend. For students, self-care helps clear your mind from whatever may be bothering you and move 

forward with less stress. For busy parents, self-care can help replenish your physical, mental, and 

emotional energy that not only helps you succeed as an individual, but also provides a great example for 

your students to take time for themselves. 
 

We all have a role to play and job to do, but it’s when you take time to care for yourself that you can deal 

with life’s everyday pressures in a more positive and rewarding way. 

Mystery Cart Visits 
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College of Lake County: 
We are excited to introduce you to Grant’s new College 

of Lake County College and Career Navigator: Erika 

La’Shay Davis. Below is her contact information for any 

students/families interested in speaking with her: 

• Phone: (847) 534-2889 

• Email: edavis7@clcillinois.edu 

• Schedule a meeting through her Calendly 
 

In other CLC news… 

• Lancer Summer Start Program 

• This program gives students a head start to 

their CLC education and is completely free! 

The program will cover all of the tuition, fee 

and required textbook expenses for two classes 

(development math, English or ELI, and CLC 

120). 
 

Financial Aid Information: 
It is required for the graduating Class of 2021 to 

complete the 2021-2022 Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) OR complete a waiver that states 

your student will not be filing a FAFSA. 

• This waiver is referred to as the FAFSA Non-

Participation Form and is available in both English 

and Spanish. If you student will be completing this 

form, they need to turn it in to their School 

Counselor upon completion. Below are the links to 

the FAFSA and both versions of the Non-

Participation Form. Reach out to your student’s 

School Counselor with any questions. 

 FAFSA 

 English Non-Participation Form 

 Spanish Non-Participation Form 
 

Upcoming Virtual FAFSA Workshops:   
• April 23 @ 6:00pm—This workshop gives an 

overview of the FAFSA and is designed for Juniors 

and their parents/guardians. 
 

Career Center News:   
• Wednesday Webinars @ 11:00am via Zoom 

• April 7—Job Search and Application Help 

• April 14: Resume Building 

• April 21: Job Search and Application Help 

• April 28: Resume Building 

• Join the Career Center Schoology Course for all of 

the latest information and all Zoom links:  

9JGG-VTQZ-SJFJ3 
 

Upcoming Scholarship Deadlines: 

• Golden Apple Scholarship—4/3/21 

• Friends of Moraine Hills State Park  

Scholarship—4/30/21 

• Improved Student Scholarship—5/1/21 

• Auxiliary NorthShore Nursing—5/7/21 

• Pete’s Pals—5/20/21 

• PB&J Scholarship—5/31/21 

Post-High School Planning 
On April 1, Juniors will participate in an activity in their U.S. History classes to explore post-secondary career 

options. Access to SCOIR, our college and career planning tool will also be provided to Juniors and their parents 

for a deeper dive into career options. Throughout April, Juniors will take part in Post-High School Planning 

meetings with their counselors. If parents would like to meet with their student’s counselor to discuss college 

admissions or post-high school plans, please reach out to schedule an appointment.  
 

Spring is a great time to start researching colleges, and with the many virtual college fairs going on between now 

and May, there is no better time to start your search now! Check out our list of Virtual College Fairs now to see 

what is coming up! 

Counselor’s Corner 

calendly.com/edavis7/meet-and-greet
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:1c35227a-ce0f-4fac-b079-f8990a303768
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAFSA-Non-Participation-Form.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAFSA-Non-Participation-Form-Spanish.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Dlp1NrMVbSw-mWF3GCjsxxug0iZ6yUGvt2kkw2F1l5o/edit?usp=sharing
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Calendar 

April 
 

April 2   Day of Non-Attendance 

April 7   School Improvement Meeting, 9:25am Flex Time Start 

April 13   SAT Testing, Juniors and Seniors only 

April 14   School Improvement Meeting, 9:25am Flex Time Start 

April 19   Progress Reports 

April 21   School Improvement Meeting, 9:25am Flex Time Start 

April 24   Drive-In Movie Night (Class of 2021) 

April 27   SAT Testing Make-Up 

April 28   School Improvement Meeting, 9:25am Flex Time Start 

 

May 
 

May 5   School Improvement Meeting, 9:25am Flex Time Start 

May 7-9   Choose Your Own Senior Adventure (Class of 2021) 

May 12   School Improvement Meeting, 9:25am Flex Time Start 

May 18-19  Senior Exams 

May 20, 21, 24  Final Exams (freshmen/sophomores/juniors) 

May 22   Senior Parade (Class of 2021) 

May 23   Graduation 

May 31   Memorial Day 


